The title compound, C 24 H 30 O 8 , was obtained by reaction of ethyl 4-hydroxybenzoate with 1,2-dichloroethane. The molecule occupies a crystallographic inversion center, with its central ethylene bridge in an anti conformation. The other ethylene bridge has a gauche conformation, with the corresponding O-C-C-O torsion angle being 74.2 (1) . The benzene rings are almost coplanar with the adjacent ethoxycarbonyl groups, with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.078 Å .
Related literature
For the synthesis, structures and applications of diesters, see Hou & Kan (2007) ; Tashiro et al. (1990) ; Zhang et al. (2007) . For binding properties and applications of diesters, see: Chen & Liu (2002) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Ma & Liu (2002) ; Ma & Cao (2011); Ma & Yang, (2011) . For standard bond lengths, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data This paper represents a part of our continuing study on the synthesis and structural characterization of dialdehydes and diesters (Ma & Liu, 2002; Ma & Cao, 2011a; Ma & Yang, 2011b) . We are interested in utilization of these compounds as precusors for the synthesis of macrocyclic or macrobicyclic compounds, and for manufacturing of different coordination topologies (Chen & Liu 2002) for various applications (Hou & Kan, 2007; Tashiro et al., 1990; Zhang et al., 2007) . We report here the X-ray structure of a new diester compound ( Fig. 1 ) along with elemental analysis and IR data. All bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The two aromatic rings are parallel to each other because of the molecular symmetry.
The title compound was obtained by the reaction of ethyl 4-hydroxybenzoate with 1,2-bis(2-chloro-ethoxy)ethane in Slow evaporation of a solution of the title compound in ethanol and dichloromethane (1:1) led to the formation of colorless crystals, which were suitable for X-ray characterization.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding and rotating model with C-H = 0.93 -0.97 Å, with U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C) for all other H atoms. 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are presented as small spheres of arbitrary radius. Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma (F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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